
 
 

 



  



Working Scientifically 

skills progression 

Reception 

Introducing skills of… 

Year 1 

Developing the skill of… 

Year 2 

Confidently… 

PLAN 

Ask questions, make 

predictions, decide on the 

method and equipment 

   

Listen attentively and respond to what they hear 

with relevant questions  

 

Asking simple questions and 

recognising that they can be 

answered in different ways 

 

Asking simple questions and recognising 

that they can be answered in different ways 

 

 

DO 

Carry out an enquiry using 

equipment 

 

Measuring (linking to Maths 

progression) 

 

 

  Show an ability to follow instructions involving 

several ideas or actions  

 be confident to try new activities…  

 use a range of small tools…  

 safely use and explore a variety of materials, 

tools and techniques 

Observing closely, using simple 

equipment 

Performing simple tests 

Identifying and classifying 

Measure using non-standard units of 

measure. 

(ruler / cubes / thermometer / 

hands / egg timers) 

Observing closely, using simple equipment 

Performing simple tests 

Identifying and classifying 

Measure using standard units where all the 

numbers are marked on the scale. 

length (m/cm); mass (kg/g); temperature 

(°C); capacity (litres/ml) 

Rulers / measuring cylinders / thermometers 

/ scales 

RECORD 

Use drawings, tables or 

graphs to note observations 

and measurement 

 

(Linking to Statistics 

progression) 

 

   

Explore the natural world around them, making 

observations and drawing pictures of animals and 

plants 

Gathering and recording data to 

help in answering questions  

Use text, simple labelled diagrams, 

pictures, photographs, simple 

prepared tables to record their 

observations 

 

Basic classification – grouping and 

matching 

Gathering and recording data to help in 

answering questions  

Use text, block diagrams, simple labelled 

diagrams, pictograms, pictures, 

photographs, tally charts, simple tables to 

record their observations 

 



EVALUATE 

 

Interpret, communicate and 

evaluate results 

  Participate in discussions, offering their own 

ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary  

 offer explanations for why things might 

happen…  

 express their ideas and feelings about their 

experiences  

 know some similarities and differences… 

drawing on their experience 

Using their observations and ideas 

to suggest answers to questions 

 

Using their observations and ideas to 

suggest answers to questions 
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Animals 
ELG: The Natural World Children at the expected level of development will: - Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing 
pictures of animals and plants 

Identify and name basic parts of the human body.  
• Name a range of animals.  
• Understand that animals need to be treated carefully and with respect.  
• Develop language to describe different animals.  
• Recognise that animals move differently and eat different foods.  
• Recognise that young animals are different to the adult animal. 
Recognise that different animals live in different places 

 



 

 



Y
ea

r 
R

 

Plants 

ELG: The Natural World Children at the expected level of development will: - Explore the natural world around them, making observations and 
drawing pictures of animals and plants 

Know the difference between a tree and a plant.  
• Observe growing plants closely and talk about the changes they notice.  
• Talk about what is the same and different about different plants. 
 • recognise that different plants grow in different places  
Recognise some plants can be eaten 
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Earth 

ELG: The Natural World Children at the expected level of development will:  Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around 
them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; - Understand some important processes and 
changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter. 

Identify day and night and talk about how they are different 
Name the 4 seasons 
Talk about how seasons are different 
Recognise that habitats change with the season 
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Materials 

ELG: The Natural World Children at the expected level of development will: ; 15 - Know some similarities and differences between the natural world 
around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; - Understand some important processes 
and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter. 

• Name some materials that they are using. 
 • Recognise that different objects are made from different materials.  
• Explore different materials and how their shapes can be changed.  
• Develop language to describe different materials.  
• Talk about how materials are the same and different. 
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